Complete remission of recurrent breast cancer with multiple liver metastases after oral capecitabine and injected trastuzumab.
A 32-year-old woman underwent modified radical mastectomy for right breast cancer (invasive ductal carcinoma, f, INF beta, v0, ly1, pT2, pN1, M0, Stage II B ER (+/-), PR (-), Her2 (3+)) in June 2003, and received postoperative systemic adjunctive chemotherapy using epirubicin combined with cyclophosphamide, followed by paclitaxel. In August 2004, after a disease-free interval of 14 months, liver metastasis appeared, and therefore from September 2004, combination chemotherapy with oral capecitabine (2,400 mg/day) and injected trastuzumab (120 mg/week) was started. After 3 cycles, all the metastases responded and this marked response has been maintained for 16 months. This therapy is currently being continued (19 cycles), and no serious side effects have been encountered. Capesitabine and trastuzumab combination therapy is effective for recurrent breast cancer showing overexpression of HER2 and resistance to taxane, and can be considered as a first-line therapy for this purpose. It is anticipated that many cases treated with this regimen will be reported and discussed in the near future.